
 

  



Voice Recognition - Speak and it Types for You 

Voice recognition can be a tricky thing to work with in a test taking setting. There are 

voice recognition programs or apps for every platform, so the issue isn't that you need a 

specific computer to use it on. Rather, to use it, a person's speech needs to be fairly 

clear and consistent without a lot of background noises interfering with the program 

trying to decipher what it just recorded.  

Both the PC and Mac operating systems have versions 

of voice recognition built in. An example in Windows 7 

is called Speech recognition, and can be found under 

the Control Panel, Ease of Access. You would typically 

go through a set of exercises training the program to 

understand your voice, but you can use it without doing so. Directions for use can be 

found by clicking on Speech Recognition. 

Voice recognition on the Mac OS (Mountain Lion or later) 

can be found in System Preferences, Dictation & 

Speech. As with the Windows program, you don't need to 

train it to begin using it, and as you see in the window 

shown here, you can set a keyboard shortcut to activate 

it on/off. You need internet access to use it though, as it 

sends the sound file to an offsite server to process, then 

sends the text back into the program you are using it 

with.  

iPad 
Siri, a part of IOS 7, is a voice recognition app that puts a 

microphone icon onto the keyboard on iPad 3 and up, with IOS 7 

and up. You turn it on under Settings, General, Siri. It will then 

display the microphone icon in the keyboard when using an app 

that utilizes the onscreen keyboard. Press the icon, speak, press 

done. Internet access is required to use it. Other voice recognition apps for the iPad 

need to be used independently, and text will need to be copy/pasted from the app into 

the writing program or test.  

Android 
Similar to IOS 7, different keyboard apps can be found on 

the Google Play Store with voice recognition built in. With 

many of these apps you will find an icon on the keyboard to 

use. You activate the keyboard in Settings, Language and 

Input. Shown here is the Google Keyboard with Voice 

Typing enabled - notice the microphone icon above the backspace key. 



Chromebook 
Apps and extensions can be downloaded from the Chrome Store for Chromebooks (and 

the Chrome web browser on computers) An example on the Chrome browser on my 

computer and Chromebook is called TalkTyper. When activated, it opens in its own 

window, you speak, then copy and 

paste the text back into the writing 

program.  

 

 

 

Other commercial/free programs 

Computer programs: 
Dragon Dictate, Dragon Naturally Speaking - (Mac & PC) use in conjunction with the 

writing program you are using 

Read & Write Gold - option on the toolbar 

iPad Apps 
Dragon Dictation (copy/paste from app) 
Dictaphone 
PaperPort Notes - use within program 
 
Android 
Installing keyboards with Voice Recognition buttons on them: 
- Swipe Keyboard (also a free version) - this adds a Dragon Dictate button on the 
keyboard that can be used in any writing environment. Internet access required to use.  
- Voice to Text 

 

 

 

 


